
REQUIREMENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION AND STORAGE OF 

PESTICIDES 



The safe handling of pesticides is just as important as 
effective pest control. The Pesticides Act is primarily concern- 
ed with protecting the environment against contamination through 
the proper handling, transportation, storage, use and disposal of 
pesticides. 

To meet the reguirements under the Pesticides Act for safe 
transportation and storage, the following conditions must be 
observed : 

PESTICIDE TRANSPORTATION 



1) Never leave pesticides unattended in parked vehicles unless 
the vehicle is locked or parked in an area to which the 
public is denied access. 

2) A sign indicating "Chemical Storage Warning - Authorized 
Persons Only" must be placed on unattended parked vehicles 
containing pesticides. 

3) Vehicles transporting large quantities (over 500 litres) of 
pesticides must be placarded with a chemical warning sign at 
all times. 

PESTICIDE STORAGE 



1) Pesticides must be stored in an area that is used exclusively 
for the storage of pesticides. There must be sufficient 
separation between pesticides storage and the storage of 
other commodities to avoid the possibility of contamination 
of those other products. 

2) Pesticides and pesticide adjuvants (e.g., emulsifiers, dilu- 
ents, spreaders and dyes) only must be stored in this 
building, room or part thereof. 
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3) If the area used for pesticides storage is later used for 
other purposes, it must be decontaminated. 

4) Insecticides, herbicides and fungicides should be stored 
separately from each other. 

5) The storage area must be screened and ventilated to the 
outside atmosphere. 

6) Placards must be posted on the doors bearing the words 
"Chemical Storage, WARNING, Authorized Persons Only", (suit- 
able signs are available from the Ministry of the Environ- 
ment), 

7) The building or room must be lockable in order to control 
access and the responsibility for security should be assigned 
to one staff member. No one should be able to enter the 
storage area without authorization. 

8) There must be no floor drains unless they flow into a 
separate holding tank which can be pumped out and the spill 
disposed of in accordance with Regulation 309 under the 
Environmental Protection Act. 

9) Protective clothing must be readily available, e.g., neoprene 
or rubber gloves, hat, coveralls, boots, eye and respiratory 
equipment adequate to protect the person from adverse effects 
of the pesticides that will be stored and handled in the 
area. This equipment must be stored so that it does not 
become contaminated (for example, in an adjacent room or in 
polyethylene bags). 

10) Place emergency telephone numbers in a prominent place. Such 
emergency numbers must include the Doctor, Poison Control 
Centres, Fire, Police, Spills Action Centre, and the Ministry 
of the Environment Pesticides Control Officer. 

11) Absorbent material (such as sawdust, soil or rags) should be 
available in sufficient amount to clean up any spills or 
leaks from containers. See Pesticides Safety Handbook, 
Ministry of the Environment, pages 45-46 for decontamination 
of equipment. 

12) To prevent breakdown or inactivation of pesticides, they 
should be stored in a cool, dry area. Some pesticides can 
tolerate sub-zero temperatures, others cannot. You should 
check the label for any special storage requirements in 
winter. 

Pesticides should be stored in their original labelled con- 
ta iners. 
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14) Any new buildinq or new storage structure should be placed so 
as to avoid contamination of watercourses in the event of a 
spill, explosion or fire. For existing buildings, 
modifications should be made to the building and surrounding 
terrain so that run off will be contained. 

15) Wash-up facilities with adequate supplies of soap and 
water should always be available. 

16) Pesticide regulations require that MOE be notified of any 
fire, or spill where there is an environmental impact. Any 
fire, spill or theft of pesticides must be reported to the Spill 
Action Centre. 

17) Only trained personnel wearing adequate protective equipment 
should be involved in any spill clean-up. 

OUTDOOR STORAGE AREAS 



Temporary outdoor storage areas, such as those located near airstrips 

for the aerial application of pesticides, must also meet the following 
requirements : 

1) Temporary storage areas must be located away from a watercourse 
such as a lake, stream or river. The distance will depend on the 
soil type, slope and topographical situation of the area. Advice 
on a suitable location trey be obtained from the local Pesticides 
Control Officer. It may be desirable to dig a ditch around the 
storage area to contain any spills and prevent contamination of 
the surroundings. 

2) A pesticide transport vehicle or trailer may be used as a 
temporary storage area. If no trailer is available the con- 
tainers must be fenced off using snow fencing or a tarpaulin 
and sufficient security measures taken so that only authorized 
persons have access to the pesticides. 

3) A placard must be posted at each entrance bearing the words: 
"Chemical Storage, WARNING, Authorized Persons Only". 

4) Pesticide container deterioration should be guarded against 
by the use of pallets, appropriate ground sheets, or a tar- 
paulin, if the type of container warrants it. 

5) Protective clothing such as neoprene or rubber gloves, hat, 
coveralls, boots, eye and respiratory equipment must be readily 
available at the storage area. Such clothing must be adequate to 
protect the person from possible adverse effects of handling 
pesticides. 

6) A communications system, such as a radio, is recommended for 
contacting personnel in an emergency. 
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7) Sufficient absorbent material, decontaminants and equipment 
should be available to clean up any spills or leaks from 
containers. (See factsheet on "Pesticide Spills".) 

8) Wash up facilities, including a large supply of soap and 
water, should always be available. 



For further information please contact your nearest Regional or 
District Office of the Ministry of the Environment. 




